
Dear Sarva Friends and Supporters, 

We are delighted to report that this past year has been one of good news 
and successes for Sarva.  It has also been a year of busy fund-raising, 
to ensure that we never have to refuse education to a single child in the 
leprosy hostel with which we work

We must therefore give special thanks to 11-year-old Georgia Hancock, 
who chose to run a mini-marathon in Brighton for Sarva in April. Her 89 
sponsors raised an astonishing £1,717 which brought in a further £413.50 
from the government in Gift Aid. Georgia’s inspiration was 11-year-old 
Pooja, one of the girls in the forest leprosy colony with which we have 
been closely connected from the founding of Sarva.

As to our Sarva students, we are delighted to confirm that every girl with a 
leprosy background we have had the privilege of putting through medical 
school is now in full-time employment:

Laxmi and Sarojni are in a Government Hospital in 
Uttarakhand; Sushila, Archana, Mumta and the 
two Sunitas are in private hospitals in Uttarakhand; 
whilst Vidyawati is in a private Hospital in Punjab and 
Prabhawati is in a private Hospital in Delhi.

We are immensely proud of all these girls for their hard 
work, dedication to their studies and their courage to 
choose to step out into a world that had rejected them, 
and in which they have flourished.  To see them mixing 
freely with their peers fills us with joy – as does the fact 

that they are now able to financially and medically support their families 
who must remain in leprosy colonies due to enduring cultural prejudice.

We can also report that our most academically gifted student, Vaishali, 
has not only been awarded a Masters degree, but has now passed two 
high level papers with the prestigious Indian Institute of Banking & Finance.  
We are inordinately proud of her, as are her leprosy-disabled parents to 
whom she secretly returns each night from the State bank in which she is 
employed.

newSLetter 2013



Of our Hotel Management students, Anurag has been awarded 
his degree this summer from India’s largest university and has now 
commenced the slow recruiting process. Sonu will complete his degree 
this winter as he is improving his accounting skills. We have the greatest 
respect for both of these gentle, kindly lads, who have worked so hard 
over the past three years, through very difficult personal circumstances 
– even enduring a daily 4-hour return journey by foot and buses in order 
to discreetly remain living with family in leprosy colonies. We now look 
forward to supporting them in their new steps towards an ever-brighter 
future.

Of our previously qualified Hotel Management students, 
Haresh, rakesh and Ajay (right) have all secured 
employment in five-star hotels in Delhi.  The contrast 
between this and the leprosy colony in which four 
generations of his family live could not be greater.

Our gifted younger students, ram and Ashish have 
so proven their academic potential that they have 
been awarded places at a prestigious academy in the 
Darjeeling Hills; their half-yearly reports have already 

placed them 12th and 8th from the top out of 51.  
Their achievements are made all the more remarkable 
when you consider that these lads are the sons of 
illiterate peasant parents, who live in mud houses with 
dung floors.  

Of our Sarva nursing and 
midwifery students who are still 
studying, Usha, Champa and 
Sunanda (photo) will all qualify 
in the next 12-24 months.  All 

three have proven themselves wholly dedicated to the demands of their work, the latter, 
Sunanda, consistently achieving the highest marks in her year with every examination, as 
she pursues her dream to transform her future and that of her leprosy-affected family.

This month, we have been able to add four more 
student nurses and midwives to their number: Gita, 
Pushpa, radha and Shakuntala, all of whom again 
come from a leprosy background.  We look forward to 
keeping you informed on the progress of these bright, 
capable and gentle-natured young women as they too 
pursue their dreams.



We have also taken on four new male students this month, all of whom 
bear the stigma of leprosy:

Arjun is bright and self-disciplined, a passionate and talented musician, 
who has lived much of his life in an isolated hostel for children with a 
leprosy background.  He has done well in this year’s exams and dreams of 
being an officer in the Indian army, which will afford him and his ostracised 
family a lifetime’s financial security and free access to full medical attention.  
We are now supporting him through a preparatory 3-year diploma, in 
addition to a computer course, in readiness for the tough entrance exams 
required for admission to the officer training college.  We shall keep you 
posted on his progress.

Puroshottam is also one of the first group of our Sarva boys ever to 
request to study nursing & midwifery, and we are excited that he has 
now commenced his three-year diploma course at a medical college in 
Hyderabad, at the cost of just £1,850 (inclusive of full board, uniforms, 
books, &c.).  Although this college is over a thousand miles from his home 
colony, it does at least ensure that for the first time in his life Puroshottam 
will not have to carry the social stigma of his parent’s disease with him.

Vikram is a shy, gentle lad from Bengal, whose parents live in an isolated 
leprosy colony.  He has also begun his studies at a medical college in 
Hyderabad.  However, such is his academic ability that he is undertaking 
a 3 ½-year BSc degree, at the cost of just £3,210 (again inclusive of full 
board, uniforms, books, &c.).

Samsher has not only chosen to 
study nursing as a way into medicine, 
but has requested that we place him 
in a medical school in Delhi, so that 

rather than be moved to another state where no one knows his origins he 
can defiantly remain with his ostracised family in their leprosy colony.  He 
is now retaking his school exams in order to improve his grades before he 
commences his nursing training.  We are proud of his courage and grateful 
to our supporters for enabling him to be master of his future in a way that 
would otherwise have been denied him.

We would like to reiterate that none of these children or young people is infected with leprosy.  Even if they 
were, leprosy is curable, whilst more than 85% of leprosy cases are non-infectious and over 95% of the human 
population is immune to the disease.  There is therefore no need to isolate people with leprosy for fear of 
transmission.  The cruel stigma and the social ostracisation that patients and their families suffer – an estimated 
100 million people today – remains wholly unjustified.



Despite this fact, India still retains over a dozen discriminatory 
laws against people affected by leprosy.  For example, the Indian 
Railways Act of 1989 permits staff to refuse them travel; the 
Maharashtra State Road Transport Corporation Act of 1980 allows 
them to be refused a driving licence; and the Marriage Act permits 
the divorce of a leprosy-affected spouse.

Whilst change is undoubtedly coming, it is slow. Keshav Desiraju, 
India’s Minister of Health & Family Welfare and long a personal 
friend to Sarva, has admitted that he is still confronted with some 
125,000 new cases of leprosy each year: 

“One problem is that people don’t seem to find leprosy work 
interesting.  In some states the post of Leprosy Officer is not 
filled ... [and yet] we regard leprosy as a very important area of 
our work.  It is a priority for us, even if it is not a priority for state 
governments.”

In the meantime, Sarva will continue to do its small but 
impassioned part to help a new generation liberate themselves 
from lives of exclusion and discrimination they would otherwise be 
made to suffer for no fault of their own.  

Of course, none of this is possible without your interest in our efforts amongst these socially ostracised people.  
We cannot, however, become complacent, as we still need significant financial support if we are to ensure that 
every one of the remaining 24 children in the leprosy hostel with which we work has a future of self-sufficiency and 
self-respect before it is to be forcibly closed in 2017. May we therefore ask you to consider the following requests?

1 that you support us financially, or direct us to people who can.

2 that you forward this newsletter to any friends, acquaintances or colleagues who might  
find our work of interest.

3 that you be so kind as to help us spread the word in any way you can.

Of course, we are always ready to give illustrated presentations to any group, school or the like who are willing 
to listen. And perhaps you would like to encourage your friends and families to keep up to date with Sarva on 
Facebook, at www.sarva.org.uk or now on Twitter @sarvatweet.

With our sincere and heart-felt gratitude,

David & Bernard 
Founders & Trustees
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SArVASHUbHAMkArA is a small organistion that works with ‘forgotten people’.

Our mission  The relief of poverty, sickness and distress of those in need and to advance 

the education for children and young people in India and Nepal, including the award of 

scholarships and bursaries 


